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1. What isalanguage scheme?

The purpose of the language schemes is to increase over a period of time the volume
and standard of services available in Irish from public bodies. These language
schemes remain in force for a three-year period or until a new scheme has been
confirmed with the public body by the Minister for Community, Equality and

Gaeltacht Affairs.

The schemes provide statutory commitments regarding the arrangements whereby

public bodies develop their services through Irish on a phased basis. The Minister is
responsible for agreeing schemes with public bodies under section 11 of the Official
Languages Act 2003.

When the Minister has agreed a scheme, the public body has a duty to implement it.
The Minister sends a copy of every agreed scheme to the Office of An Coimisinéir
Teanga which monitors the implementation of schemes.
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2. How arelanguage schemes agreed?

The publicbodyand he Departmenbf Community, Euality and GaeltachtAffairs
jointly agreealanguageschemend he Office of An Coimisinéir Teangas not
involved n this process.

Statutoryguidelineshavebeen deeloped ly the Departmenbf Community, Euality
and GaeltachtAffairs to assisfpublic bodiesin preparinglanguageschemesnd hey
areavailableat www.coimisineir.ie/publicbodies

In accordancevith thelegislation, goublicbodyhasa period of6 monthsto preparea
draft schemdrom thetime the Minister directsit to do ®. After that, hereis usually
anegotiation peod beween he Departmenbf Community, Ejuality andGaeltacht
Affairs and thepublic bodybeforethe schemas agreed. ieschemealoesnotcome
into forceuntil it is confirmed ly the Minister.

The schemedescribeghe serviceswvhich the public bodyproposedo provide:
» in Irish onky
» in English onl or
> bilingually.

It is necessarplso b ecify the stepswhich the public bodyintendsto taketo
providethestated srvicesin Irish orbilingually.

TheMinister hastheright atanytime, and notlaterthan 6 nonthsbeforethescheme
expires, o directthepublicbodyto reviewits currentschemeand b preparea new
draftscheme.



www.coimisineir.ie/publicbodies

(6) Within thetime period pecified n thenoticethatwaspublished, peparea draft
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3. How many language schemes wer e agr eed by the end of 2009?

There were 100 language schemes confirmed by the end of 2009, which covered a
total of 181 public bodies since the legislation was enacted.

At the end of 2009, there were 79 draft schemes which had still to complete the
confirmation process. 31 of these related to public bodies from which a first draft

language scheme had been requested and 48 related to requests for the preparation of
a second draft scheme.
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4. Wherecan | find information about language schemes?

Copies of the language schemes agreed to date can be found at
www.coimisineir.ie/schemes

Statutory guidelines have been developed by the Department of Community, Equality
and Gaeltacht Affairs to assist public bodies in preparing language schemes and they
are available atvww.coimisineir.ie/schemes

A list of the public bodies which have been asked to prepare draft schemes is also
available atvww.coimisineir.ie/publicbodies
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